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ond Bishop of Yucatan in 1524-79, who wrote a
Mayan history in which he explained the Maya ca-
lendrical system and the date symbols. There were .
also the Books of CJiildm Baldm, written during the
first century after the conquest. These, written by
Yucatan Indians of Mayan ancestry, are chronicles
and histories of the race and throw much light on the
glyphs dealing with the Mayan calendar.
Far more progress in deciphering Mayan inscrip-
tions has been made by modern archeologists, and
much that a few years ago was a sealed book has been
revealed. .Largely, the great difficulty in deciphering
the Mayan records has been due to the fact that the
writing is of a hieroglyphic form and that there is
no related or similar system anywhere on earth. It
is a unique, solitary thing with no beginning, no loose
ends to unravel, we might say; and with no elemen-
tary form. Moreover, there was no key or clue, like
the famed Rosetta stone, by which a hint of the
system could be obtained. Also, the materials used
by the Mayas in their writings were formal, consist-
ing of stone, wood, metal, shells and pottery. Finally,
to make it even more difficult, the records are so
complicated and confused by decorative motifs and
elaborations that it is often impossible to distinguish
the true writing from meaningless ornamentations*
It must be confessed that the results obtained by
deciphering the Maya inscriptions are disappointing
to the layman. So far, as I have said, every im-
portant inscription that has been read deals with
calendar dates or with comments upon and explana-
tions of the data. Nowhere, among the thousands
of glyphs known, has one been found which tells us